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“The Play’s the thing !’"°—Ask for Thomas’s Observer | | 


Covent sHharden Cheatre. 

Tue performances at this Theatre yesterday evening commenced 
with the Drama of Nell Gwynne, after which Mr H. Phillips sustained 
the character of Tom Tug, in the, Musical Entertainment of The Wa- 
terman; besides the songs appertaining to the part, he gave his fa- 
vorite song of ‘ The Sea! the Sea!’ in his very best'manoer. Miss 
Romer, as Wilhelmina, savg sweetly, and Keeley was irresistably 
laughable as Robin. The Smuggler Boy wound up the entertainments 
of the night. C 

Drurp Lane €bheatre. 

Tue Opera of Masaniello was given here last night. rma the first 
piece, and although so often repeated, its delightfal music. seemed to 
afford as much pleasure to the audience as if it hed’ béen then heard 
for the first time; it was followed by the Fairy Ballet of La Belle aw 
Bois Dormant, which appears to increase in public, favor on each re- 
Présentation; the applause to the. dableaus# vivans, Stanfield’s :Pano- 
rama, and the dancisg generally, was enthusiastie. | “Popping the 
Question followed the Ballet, and sent the audience home in perfect 
good bumor with themselves and ail they had seen. 0; 


__ This being Ash-Wednesday, there will be no ni tolibiloe at any of 
the Theatres to-night. 


One night that Stephen Kemble was playing Shylock ina provinielal 
theatre, a fellow in,the boxes, to disconeert the great tragedian, clapped 
and bravoed to that degree as effectually tc annoy the actors, end dis- 
gust the audience. In the trial-scene, Stephen was determined to be 
revenged, and addressing Gratiano, he said ‘’Till thou canst fail the 
seal from off this bond, thou and that noisy fellow.in the boxes yonder, 
bat offend your lungs to speak so loud.’ The allusion was received 
with applaase, and the enemy silenced. 


Old price of Plays.—Before the year 1600, ‘the price paid by 
Hepslowe for a new Play, never exceeded £8, this'sume was given to 
Robert Wilson and William Haughton, for a production, the name. gf 
which is not inserted in the diary. The date of this transaction is 
1699; but a little earlier, viz. in August 1588, he bad given Ben Jon- 
son, Henry Pooler, and Henry Chatile, only £6 in ‘ fall payment,’ 
for a Play called Hot Anger soon Cold, and in the preceding year we 
meet with the following ; ‘Leat unto the company to pay Drayton, 
Decher and Chettle, their full payment for the booke called ¢ The 
Fames Wares of Henry the First, and the Prynceef Wales, the 
sum of £4.’ In the same year Decher obtained £5 fer his Triplicity 
of Cuckolds, and only £4 for Phaeton; so that prior to 1599, the 
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price seems to have varied according to circumstances, with which we 
are now upacqnaisted. About 1600, perhaps in consequence of the 
exertions of rival companies, the price for a play seems to have been 
taised. On the 22d of June 1602, we find an earnest, by Henslowe 
of £10 to Ben Johnson, for Richard Crookback, and for additions to 
Jeronimo; and on the 25th of Sep. 1601 he had already already paid 
£2 for writing his addition to Jeronimo, so that in the whole he re- 
ceived as much as had been the price of two plays in earnest of one 
new and for additions to an old one, The Spanish Tragedy.—Collier's 
History of the Stage. 


Quin was one day stopped in the street by a person whom he had 
offended, who said, ‘Mr Quin, I-I-I understand Sir, you have been 
taking away my name,’ ‘What have J said, Sir?’ said Quin, ‘ You- 
you-you called me a scoundrel, Sir!’ ‘Keep your name,’ replied Quin, 
and walked on. 
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Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr Epiror, I address you from the elegant Divan now open at 102, 
Strand, where I am a constant visitor ;—here I find matchless cigars, exquisite 
eoffee, profusion of magazines and newspapers, and elegant decorations render 
the establishment the very essence of comfortand fashion—do pop in—just wish 
to say a word—beg pardon, hope | don’t intrude—but will you excuse me—I 

. have to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends and 
the fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town. 

Monday, call at the Queen’s Bazaar, 73, Oxford Street, which has become 
a most fashionable lounge, to see Mr D. Robert’s Grand Picture of The De- 
parture of the Israelites out of Egypt, painted expressly for the occasion, with 
Dioramic effect, and from its magnitude, occupying the space of Four Diorama 
Views, surpasses in grandeur of design, execution and scriptural interest, 
every former Exhibition of the sort-- The Physiorama of 14 beautiful new Views 
joined to the Diorama, makes it the most attractive in London for Oue Shilling. 

Tuesday, stroll to the Diorama, in the Regent’s-park, to see the two new 
views—Paris, from Montinartre, and the Campo Santo—which surpass in har- 
mony of colouring, fidelity to nature, and general effect, all the previous 
exhibitions ; and at once prove how far human skill can carry this wonderful 
species of pictorial delusion. 

But stop, [ must just run to that well establishad emporium of fashion The 
Western Exchange Bazaar, Old Bond Street, all my country cousins are wait- 
ing for my opinion before they make their purchases s—and then we visit, inthe 
gallery above, that astonishing specimen of human industry, 7he Model of 
London, where every man may find his own dwelling, if he has one.—120,000 

‘ Mouses ! !—140 Churches! ! 

On Friday, 1 examive Miss Linmwood’s curious Needle-Work, in Leicester 
Square—just added other heautiful specimens of her art. 

Being caught in a storm, and having forgot my umbrella, dropped inte 
“Mullins & Co’s, Cloth Warehouse, 419, Oxford Street, to buy some Cloth for 
a Cloak, and was so struck with the superior quality and cheapness of their 
eloths, that I bought myself enough for a complete suit, aad recommend my 
friends to try the same market. 

Last night I had a puzzier ;—just as I was putting on my night-cap, “ Paul,” 
said Mrs. Pry, ‘what is more brilliant than Peake’s wit, or blacker than Miss 
Love's eyes? { made a hit-—Warren’s Jet Blacking!—Isn’t that a good one ?— 
‘but Lintrnde, oeg pardon. your’s. &c. PAUL PRY. 

Mem..—in ordering my Patent Brandy and Hollands, remember not to forget 
that Bretr’s Genuine Spirit Depot, is No. 109, in Drury Lane.—“ 109” did 3 
gay ?—Yes, 1! am right,—** No. 109!”” P,P, 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 











To-morrow Evening, the Play of 


THE IRON CHEST 


Rawbold, (first time,) Mr WARDE, 


Sir Edward Mortimer, Mr CHARLES KEAN, 
( His first Appearunce at this Theatre.) 


Wilford. . . (first time,).. .Mr VINING, 

, Orson, ‘(first time,) Mr G. BENNETT, 

Sampson, Mr KEELEY, Armstrong, Mr WILSON, 
Fitzharding, (first time,) Mr BARTLEY, 


Gregory, Mr IRWIN. First Robber, Mr HENRY. 
Boy, Mast. LEWIS, Peter, Mr HEATH, 
Robbers, Messrs. Mears, J. Cooper, Addison, &c. 
anna: Messrs Collett and Bender. 


Blanch... .(first time,)........ Mrs KEELEY, 
“Lady Helen, Miss TAYLOR, 
_ Barbarina... .(first time,)....Miss E. ROMER, 
Judith, Mrs VINING, 
Dame Rawhold. ....00scccsiecses’s _--..Mrs DALY. 








With a 


_ Favourite Divertissement. 


By all the principal Dancers. 








To conclude with, the Grand Ballet of 


MASANIELLO 
(From the King’s Theatre.) 
In which Madame MONTESSU, from the Academie Royale de Musi- 
que, Paris, will make her 2ad appearance oo the English Stage, im 
a Pas Deuw, with Monsieur Theodore Guerionet. 
Masaniello, Moosiear COULON, 
Alphonse. ..coccccscercesesoos Monsieer THEODORE GUERINOT, 
Pietro, Mr PAYNE, Borella, Mr GOURIET, 
Morino.....000- Mr MICHAU, Lazzarini....cccee MrT.M ATTHEWS, 
Francisco, Mr CHEKINI, Laazaroni, Mr ELLAR, . 


Fenella, Mile. PROCHE GIUBILEI, © Elvire, Mile. ADELE. 
On Friday, a Grand Pérformance of Sacred Music. 














Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


To-morrow Evening, the Tragedy of 


MACBET H, 


Dancan, King of Scotland, Mr YOUNGE, Malcolm, MrBRINDAL, 
Macbeth, (first time this Season) Mr KEAN, 
_ Donalbain, Mr J. BAKER, Macdoff, Mr COOPER, 
Banquo, Mr Mathews, Rosse, Mr Stanley, Fleasce, MissMarshall, 
Hecate, Mr BEDFORD, ‘First Witch, Mr FARREN, __ 
Second Witeh, Mr 'TAYLEURE, Third Witch, Mr HARLEY, 
Lsdy Macbeth, Miss PHILLIPS, Gentlewoman, Miss CHERRY. 
After which, (5th time) the Fairy Ballet, in 3 acts, cailed La 


Belle au Bois Dormant. 


THE SLEEPING BEAUTY. 


“Invented. by M. AU MER, Premier Maitre de Ballet a I’ Opera. 
The Music composed by M. Herold. The Scenery, by Mr Stanfield. 
TheCostumes, by MrPalmer, & MrsCoombe. TheDecorations by MrBlamire, 
‘Tlie Machinery, by Mr Nall. The Ballet produced by M. Anathole. __ 
The Duke de Montfort, Mr HOWELL, Arthur, Monsieur SILVAIN, 
Ganvelor, (Prioce of the Black Isles) Monsieur GILBERT, . 
The Seneschal, Mr BARTLETY, Maitré d’Hotel, Mr HATTON, 

Physician to the Couut, MrEATON, HisAssistant, MrHONNER, 
".* * Astrologer, Mr CATHIE, Divine, Mr F. COOKE, - 
Surgeon to the Count, Mr FENTON, His Assistant, Mr BISHOP, 

Princess Iseult, (the Sleeping Beauty) Madile. DUVERNAY, 
Tiphanie, Madlle BASEKE, The Fairy Nabote, Madlle AUGUSTA, 
Characters introduced 100 years afterwards, 
which period the Princess has asleep. 
‘Old Mother Bobi, Miss KENNETH, ~ 
Gombaalt, (her Son Fifty years old) Monsiear ANATHOLE, 

Margueritte. (her Grand-daughter) Mademoiselle ANCELLIN, 
Gerard, (a Peasant, in love with Margueritte) Monsieur PAUL, 
Spirit of the Princess, (in the torm of the Naiade)Mile DUVERNAY, 

Her Attendant Naiades—Mesdames Ballin, Baseke, Lydia, &c 
Rose d'Amour, (the Good Genius) Miss M. A. MARSHALL 
In‘Aot' I—A Grand Divertisement, in which will be introduced a Pas de Deux 

by Monsieur Gilbert and Miss Ballin. Pas de Deux by Monsieur Silvain & 

M.le. Baseke. ‘ A Grand Pas de ‘Deux, by Monsieur Paul and Mademoiselle 

. Ancellin. A Pas de Trois, leading to the finale, by M. Silvain,-M. Gilbert, 
~ '& Mile Agusta. . 
da Act 11—Pas de Deux by M. Paul and Mademoiselle Ancellin, Dance ofthe 

Naiades by Mademoiselle Duvernay, assisied by the whole corps de Ballet. 
In Act ILL—A Grotesque Pas Chinois. 

_ Among the new and splen:lid Scenery will be exhibited; _ . 
Apartment laid out for the Festival. opening on. the Gardens of: the Castle— 
Splendid Tableau Vivant, as afterwards seen in act 3: Sleeping characters— 
the Princess, her Maids of Honour &c,—Village, Hut, and distant View of 
the Enchanted Castle, With the entrance of the FairyNabote in her Car drawn 
by real Horses !—The Magic Forest and Fairy Lake—Grand Moving Pano- 
- Tama, exh:biting a series of Views, terminating with. the enchanted Castle 
illuminated—In erior of the Princess’s Apartment, disposed as at the end of 
~ act 1—Expanding Star, discovering the Roseate Abode of the Good Genius. 


























